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He who reads from the Torah must direct his
heart and will to these words, and he must
understand that he is a messenger of the
Holy One, blessed be He, in arranging these
words to cause them to be heard by all the
people, as he stands as if he were God.
Therefore one who goes up to read from the
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Torah must arrange the words beforehand in his

house, and if he did not prepare his reading, he
should not read from the Torah. From where do
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a 'a E_ purpose of reading the Torah aloud in the synagogue is not solely to teach the congregation. bul
% also o arrange an encounter with God, as experienced by our ancestors at Mount Sinai. Every act
ey E E of reading [rom the Torah is a new giving ol the Torah, a revival of th5 wundmus_ﬂmnd al the foot -
e = F { of the flaming mountain. The reading of the Torah is a “staging” of the giving of the Torah and 2™
- = -~ renewal of the awesome, sublime experience. The revelational experience is reenacted whenever
- 8 & the Torah scroll is removed from the ark (for reading in the synagogue).
SE: e 2 The reading of the Torah thus contains an element of revelation of the Shechinah!
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=) e ﬁ The portion read by the king: How so? At the conclusion of the first day of the festiva
2z (Sukkot) in the eighth [year], at the end of the seventh year, they made a wooden
. c k platform in the Temple court...
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#17 Dr. Judith Bleich: “Jacob Ettiinger, His

Life and Works: The Emergence of Modern
Orthodoxy in Germany"

“The bima should be in the middle of the

schul the same way that a seed is 5 mmf\j o =12y

embedded in the core of a fruit, as the heart 15 =EPp D3M M3 ‘0PO P 7P DI oW W"ﬁﬁﬁ#‘lf
is in the center of the body. as rays emanate 7995 B3O TN D3O BIE “‘: opo ”;’b”’ib ::E:;

from a central pinpoint of light, so to the nvh3 hqm:: "D_’:;T,:f’fmn.;: pﬁmn 1’3 on Dso
luchos and Torah were located in the middle a{;’ ;.9 .,f,;m D3 D3 DT OXC D30 BN o‘m:

of the encampment in the desert. In our popd 7h mEobo 323 ptod o7y 30" piwh3 Trvno:

shuls, this idea is represented by the bima,
where we read the Torah, which is located in
the middle of schul. This teaches us the
centrality of Torah in the life of a Jew; the
center represents equality - all of Israel has
an equal share in Torah. All Jews are
reminded by this to guard the Torah. In a
battle, there is a flag that must be protected:;
in the same way Israel has its banner that -

we rally around and must protect - the
Torah.”
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